
 
The Polish Patriotic Brotherly Aid Society, popularly known as "Bratniej Pomoc", is the 
second the longest-existing organization of the Polish diaspora in Montreal.  It is a 
continuation of the Society of Józef Piłsudski, founded in 1924, with which on August 
31, 1926, The Polish Patriotic Brotherly Aid Society was established, an organization 
with a secular profile of activities and the second organization with a religious profile 
that adopted the name of the Polish Catholic League. 
 
The oldest Polish organization in Montreal that is active from then until today, is the 
Polish White Eagle Society. 
 
Currently, the Polish Diaspora in Montreal is much larger. We have over 30 
organizations that are part of the Polish Canadian Congress - District of Quebec.  Some 
of them were established by Polish emigration before World War II, and the rest 
later. People of the first wave of emigration, mostly working hard to support their own, 
often numerous families, were able to organize themselves to help each other in the 
event of life misfortunes, as evidenced by, for example, PTPBP with its status. 
 
The newcomers, mostly without any knowledge of the local languages, felt alienated. 
Their solidarity helped them survive. Back then, there were no free language courses 
for immigrants, and no free medical care. Despite the difficult beginnings, the first Polish 
churches were built in Montreal and homes for the organizations to meet ...  
 
PTPBP gathered Poles from the Point St. Charles. Its members tried to pass the Polish 
language and tradition to the young generation. The organization grew rapidly. The 
main idea was to unite Poles living in this district and to have their own home where 
they could support social life and celebrate national holidays together. 
 
In 1930, Bratnia Pomoc consecrated its first banner. In 1932 it obtained the approval of 
its charter. In 1936, the organization purchased a building at 1862 Wellington Street. 
The opening ceremony combined with a banquet took place on the second day of 
Christmas. 
 
Having your own social home made it possible to develop wider activities. The “Tęcza" 
theater group, a choir and a mandolin orchestra were established. It was possible to 



develop activities, organize events for charity and develop cooperation with other Polish 
diaspora organizations. 
 
After the Second World War, many of the new wave of immigrants joined the ranks of 
the Society. The soldiers of the Polish Armed Forces in the West who were coming from 
England were cared for and parcels were sent with help to Poland. In 1946, members of 
Bratnia Pomocy celebrated the 10th anniversary of working in their own home, and in 
1951 the "Silver Jubilee", that is, the 25th anniversary of their operation.  
 
Life brought many changes with it, its founders and faithful members departed, and new 
ones came. 
 
In 1974 Bratnia Pomoc took the patronage of the very well-known and the popular 
Polish Canadian Song and Dance Ensemble PODHALE. Its seat was made available to 
the Ensemble, thus helping with continuing its activities. The patronage over this 
ensemble continues to the present. 
 
In 1976, PTPBP solemnly celebrated its Golden Jubilee, that is the 50th anniversary of 
its existence. In 1986 (60th anniversary) their building on Wellington St. was sold due to 
lack of funds for renovation, but the organization was still active. For the next 10 years 
facilities were renoted in the building of Group I of the PKTWP at 2721 Joliceur. 
 
In October 1996, on the 70th anniversary of the establishment of PTPBP, a ceremonial 
banquet was held, and the second banner was consecrated, for the late Jan Wolak (he 
was the president for 14 years). Later, at the Christmas gathering, members with more 
than 25 years of experience received commemorative cups. 
 
The years passed, and in 2001 the Polish Patriotic Brotherly Aid Society lived to see its 
75th anniversary, i.e. the Diamond Jubilee, which was celebrated with a ceremonial 
banquet. 
 
Since 2002, members of the organization meet every month at the headquarters of the 
White Eagle Society, at 1956 Frontenac in Montreal. The cooperation with the Board of 
White Eagle Society goes well. 
 
In 1926, the organization passed its statute, which was amended in 1946, 1975, 2002 
and 2014. The statute, as the supreme law, applies to all members. In 2004, the first 
Chopin Ball was organized in Montreal, where the Polish Patriotic Brotherly Aid Society 
was represented by president Zdzisław Adamczewski and his wife, Jadwiga. 
 
In 2005, during the banquet on the 25th anniversary of Solidarity, where Lech Wałęsa 
was the guest of honor, the group was represented by the president and some 
members. Many activists have gone to eternal rest, new people are coming, and 
everyone in the organization is always working efficiently, in an atmosphere of mutual 
trust, loyalty and solidarity. Joint trips and parties are organized on religious and 
national holidays, both Polish and Canadian. 



 
The guiding principle of the Polish Patriotic Brotherly Help Society is still to maintain 
Polishness among its members, implementing the slogans of brotherhood, supporting 
social life, and helping those in need. 
 
Bratnia Pomoc has always given financial support to other organizations. Over the 
years, it has spent tens of thousands of dollars in subsidies. Aid was provided not only 
to Poles in Montreal, but also aid was sent to flood victims in Manitoba and Poland, for 
the disabled and orphanages, and the XIV Great Christmas Orchestra was also 
supported. 
 
In Montreal, Bratnia Pomoc financially helps Polish schools (students are awarded 
scholarships through the Social and Cultural Foundation, to which Bratnia Pomoc 
donated 10,000 dollars for this purpose), scouts, dance groups, the Foundation at the 
Retirement Home, and churches. 5,000 dollars were donated to the monument of John 
Paul II, which stands near the Church of Our Lady of Czestochowa. Every year we try to 
help those most in need, as far as our budget allows. 
 
In 2016, Bratnia Pomoc celebrated its 90th anniversary. On this occasion, on October 
22, a ceremonial ball was held. It was attended by representatives of Polish diaspora 
organizations, Polish schools, scouting, the Podhale ensemble, the Tęcza dance group, 
Fr. Dariusz Szurko from the Holy Trinity Parish and a representative of the Polish 
Embassy in Ottawa, Mr. Zbigniew Chmura. 
 
We have received congratulations from many Polish diaspora organizations, as well as 
from the Prime Minister of Canada, hon. Justin Trudeau and the Prime Minister of 
Quebec, Mr. Philippe Couillard. 
 
At present, Bratnia Pomoc has 45 members. The oldest the member was born on 
September 24, 1925, which means she is 92 years old. The longest member is 
Stanisława Szpak, who has belonged to the organization since January 11, 1974 - that 
is 48 years. 
 
The members of the Management Board for 2020-2022 are: Teresa Brylewicz, Ryszard 
Błażewicz, Mary Lenar, Wanda Błażewicz, Aldona Janiszewska, Elżbieta 
Korzeniewska, Teresa Piotrowska, Maria Polewczuk, Ignacy Schab, and Wanda Bartaś. 
 
Members meet once a month after followed by refreshments (sandwiches, cookies, and 
drinks).  
 


